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Pesach Guide, Slifka Center for Jewish Life 5773
Compiled by Rabbi Noah Cheses, Yale University

I. Laws of the preparing for Pesach
Mechirat Chametz (Sale of Chametz)

During the eight days of Pesach, our homes must cleared of all chametz products and all
products that have any chametz content. All such items are to be placed in designated
areas and sold for the eight-day period to a non-Jew. During the entire Pesach, the
designated cabinets should not be opened, and no items in the designated areas should
be used during this period. Many authorities maintain that this method should only be
used for mixtures containing some chametz ingredients. In their view, pure chametz
such as bread and cookies should be physically destroyed or given permanently to a non-

Jew.

Note: Those who sold their Chametz with me, should wait until 9: 00 PM before using it after pesach has
concluded.

Chametz of Roommates

Jews living with non-Jewish roommates often have shared chametz, and it is sometimes
ambiguous which chametz belongs to the Jew. To remove doubt, one should physically
hand all of the chametz to the non-Jew prior to Pesach as a gift, stating, “I give this to
you as an unconditional gift, and accept no responsibility for storing or guarding it.” The
non-Jew may then continue to own and use the chametz over Pesach. Once this is done,
there is no further need to sell the chametz. If the Jew will be in the room over Pesach,
the chametz should be stored in some specifically designated area, to prevent confusion.

Bedikat Chametz

The Torah forbids us not only to eat, but also even to own Chametz on Pesach. We
remove any Chametz unknown to us by “nullifying” it through Bittul Chametz, thus
making the Chametz ownerless. Our chachamim, however, further mandated a thorough
check of the house on the night before Pesach a) in case we have not truly nullified our
Chametz in our hearts and b) lest one find and eat Chametz on Pesach. This is not just a
perfunctory check of our homes! While the custom of putting out 10 pieces of bread has
some basis, finding only those pieces does not fulfill one’s obligation. Places to check
include drawers, coat pockets, garages and cars. One should try to do the bedikah as soon
as possible after nightfall; it is improper to push it off until late at night. The Bedika is

done in the dark, using a candle or flashlight to explore everywhere.

One leaving Yale before the night of Bedikat Chametz should do the bedika the night
before they leave, without a beracha, but with the “Kol Chamira” declaration: “All
Chametz and leavening in my possession which I have not seen and have not destroyed
shall be considered nullified and ownerless, as the dust of the earth.” They should check
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dorm rooms, closets, desks, lockers and wvehicles that belong to them for
chametz. Lockers where one never stores chametz during the year do not need to be
checked. Students should also participate in bedikat and biur chametz in their parents’

homes.

https://oujlic.org/shiurimsa guide to pesach from rabbi noah che
ses/
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